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Battlefield truce hopes
A TRUCE may be called in the row 
over plans for new housing close 
to Culloden Battlefield after it 
emerged the controversial site has 
a new owner.

Inverness businessman David 
Sutherland has bought Viewhill 
Farm from Inverness Properties 
and revealed yesterday he was 
willing to discuss “any aspect of 
our farming or development ac-
tivities” with battlefield owner the 
National Trust for Scotland (NTS).

It is understood options could 

include selling the farm to the NTS 
and Mr Sutherland’s Home Farms 
company leasing it back for agri-
cultural use.

Last year Inverness Properties 
applied for permission to replace 
dilapidated barns at Viewhill, 400 
yards from the battlefield bound-
ary, with 16 homes. Highland 
Council refused consent but the 
decision was overturned on ap-
peal after Historic Scotland raised 
no objection. The decision is ex-
pected to be ratified by Scottish 
ministers in the next few days.

The move outraged both the 
NTS and campaigners across 
the country, who claim the new 
houses would damage the setting 

of the last pitched battle fought on 
British soil.

Mr Sutherland confirmed last 
night he bought the 200-acre site 
in late January and his intention 
was to use it mainly for farming.

He already keeps cattle at his 
Oldtown of Leys farm and for 
the past five years has used pas-
ture land at Viewhill as summer 
grazing.

He stressed the new homes 
would be on a part of the farm 
which could not be seen from the 
battlefield but kept the door open 
to a possible compromise.

“Being pragmatic, Home Farms 
are willing to talk to any interested 
parties at any time including the 

National Trust for Scotland, on 
any aspect of our farming or de-
velopment activities,” he stated.

In a separate application Mr 
Sutherland is seeking permission 
to build a road and a 100 sq ft park-
ing and turning area elsewhere 
at Viewhill, prompting concerns 
among campaigners it would be a 
back door to further development 
close to the battlefield.

But Mr Sutherland pointed out 
that planning permission had al-
ready been given for an entrance 
off the road and the application 
was to take the entrance road fur-
ther into the field.

“The purpose of this is for a 
more central agricultural access. 

It is absolutely nothing to do with 
any non-agricultural purpose or 
development,” he said.

Last night an NTS spokesman 
said the organisation had not been 
contacted by the new owner. 

“Clearly, we would be happy to 
arrange a meeting and to under-
stand exactly what he is propos-
ing,” he commented.

Until then, the trust would not 
speculate on whether it would be 
willing to consider a deal to ac-
quire the land.    

Mr Sutherland retired as chief 
executive of Inverness’s Tulloch 
Homes Group two years ago after 
31 years with the company.

New landowner holds out olive branch in dispute over homes at Culloden

eXcLUsIVe
By Val Sweeney
v.sweeney@inverness-courier.co.uk

David Sutherland purchased Viewhill 
Farm from Inverness Properties earlier 
this year.

The Wester Balblair sub-station where nearby residents have reported a low-frequency noise which has been branded the ‘Beauly Buzz’.

Power giant takes steps to halt 
spread of the ‘Beauly Buzz’

ENERGY giant Scottish and 
Southern Energy is carrying out a 
major review of sub-stations along 
the controversial Beauly to Denny 
power line following further noise 
complaints.

The company was served with 
a noise abatement notice last 
month to tackle “the Beauly Buzz” 
coming from the Wester Balblair 
sub-station after new equipment 
was installed as part of the work to 
upgrade the line.

Now residents close to 
Auchterawe sub-station at Fort 

Augustus, which is being expanded 
as part of the Beauly Denny 
project, are also being plagued by a 
constant low-frequency noise.

SSE admits it has “lessons to 
learn” and has called in noise 
experts to investigate the new 
complaints alongside Highland 
Council environmental health 
officers.

Meanwhile, the company has 
appealed against the Wester 
Balblair abatement notice and will 
seek an extension to the six- 
months deadline to fix the 
problem when it attends a hearing 
at Inverness Sheriff Court next 
month.

An SSE spokeswoman said 
mitigation measures were now 

being considered for other sub-
stations being constructed on other 
sections of the 137-mile 400kV line.    

“There has been a lot of scrutiny 
given the problems and issues we 
have had at Wester Balblair and 
now Fort Augustus,” she said. 

“There has been questioning at a 
very senior level in relation to other 
sub-stations in making sure we get 
it right.” 

She said the legal challenge to the 
Wester Balblair noise abatement 
notice was to ensure the right 
measures were in place.

“We have said to the local 
community it is certainly not a 
situation we wanted to be in. We 
want to resolve it as quickly as 

we can. But it has to be the right 
measures. 

Community liaison groups have 
been set up in both areas to keep 
local residents updated. 

Loch Ness and Aird Independent 
councillor Margaret Davidson 
was disappointed the mitigation 
measures had not been 
implemented at the very beginning.

“It is a low frequency noise and 
one which really gets to you,” she 
said. “People feel they under seige.

“There is a real issue about 
the degredation of people’s 
quality of life, both in Beauly and 
Auchterawe. I am challenging SSE 
to own up to their responsibility. In 
future, sub stations will have to be 
more closely looked at.”

Dores cash blow  
as RockNess 
takes a ‘break’
DORES will miss out on a cash 
bonanza after organisers of the 
RockNess music festival con-
firmed this year’s event has 
been cancelled.

The village, with a popula-
tion of just over 200, receives 
thousands of pounds for its 
community fund in return for 
hosting up to 30,000 festival 
goers each year.

There was disappointment 
yesterday after organisers 
announced the festival was 
“taking a year off” because it 
clashed with other high-pro-
file events — although they 
claimed it would return bigger 
and better next year. 

Inverness Ness-side council-
lor and Dores resident Norrie 
Donald is a convert to the festi-
val, having initially raised con-
cerns ahead of the inaugural 
event in 2006.

“It is great sitting in my 
garden, with a bottle of red 
wine, listening to the mu-
sic,” Councillor Donald said. 
“People I have spoken to are 
so disappointed not just be-
cause it is a good weekend but 
also because of the financial 

implications for the commu-
nity fund, which helps with all 
kinds of things.”

Graeme Ambrose, execu-
tive director for Destination 
Loch Ness, said RockNess had 
promoted the area to young 
people. 

A statement issued by the 
RockNess organisers said: 
“We’d like to thank you for 
your support over the last eight 
years. Due to the addition of 
a number of events along-
side the World Cup and the 
Commonwealth Games we’ve 
decided to take a year off.”

Flat death tragedy 
toddler’s body 
released for funeral
THE body of a tragic two-year-
old has been released for burial 
with the cause of death not yet 
fully established.

Clyde Campbell was found 
dead at his mother’s flat in 
Raigmore, Inverness, last 
month, sparking a police 
investigation.

It is understood the two-
year-old had been unwell with 
a bug shortly before he died.

A death certificate published 
this week states the youngster 
died of Sudden Unexpected 
Death in Childhood but adds 
that test results are pending.

Police confirmed yesterday 
that inquiries were continuing.

The certificate reveals the 
toddler was found dead at 3pm 
on Sunday 23rd February and 
names his mother Amanda 

Hardie as a nightclub duty and 
sales manager, and his father, 
Kevin Campbell, as a discount 
store supervisor.

Miss Hardie, who also has an 
11-year-old son, was last year 
crowned the Face of Inverness 
after battling back from severe 
post natal depression. It is un-
derstood that she was not at 
home when Clyde died.

Her flat in a five-storey block 
in Macintosh Road, Raigmore, 
remained sealed off yesterday 
and a police poster warned: 
“This door is alarmed”.

A neighbour, who did not 
wish to be named, said: “We’re 
just trying to get back to nor-
mal. It has been such a sad 
time. It has been awful.”

A private burial is being 
organised.
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Norrie Donald — people are 
disappointed.

WIN a HebCelt
festival weekend
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SAVE £5 AT
ALDIIncluding flights, hotel and car hire Page 22

When you spend £40

The new Harbour Road Charity Superstore and Donation Centre 
is a wonderland of furniture, clothes, bric-a-brac, bikes and books. 

Great parking so wheel away a bargain today. Bring your used 
furniture, clothes, bric-a-brac, bikes and books to help our good 

causes. Christian care for body and soul.

Blythswood Charity Superstore 
now open


